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February 9, Friday. Mr. Seward read a very elaborate
paper on French affairs, which was under discussion over
two hours and seemed then not entirely satisfactory. The
old story as to what Louis Napoleon is going to do was
repeated. He has 'signified that he will, on receiving an
assurance from us of non-intervention in Mexico, inform us
what his arrangements are for withdrawing his troops. I
thought Seward a little too ready to give an assurance, and
that he was very little trusted and got very little in return.

February 10, Saturday. Was last night at a loud-heralded
and large party given by Marquis Montholon, the French
Minister. Am inclined to believe there was something
political as well as social in the demonstration. No similar
party has been given by the French Minister for five years.

The Naval Appropriation Bill has been before the House
this week, when demagogues of small pattern exhibited
their eminent incapacity and unfitness for legislation. It
is a misfortune that such persons as Washburne and
Ingersoll of Illinois and others are intrusted with import-
ant duties. Important and essential appropriations for
the navy yards at Norfolk and Pensacola were stricken
out, because they are in the South; in Boston because it
is a wealthy' community. Without knowledge, general or
specific, the petty demagogues manifest their regard for
the public interest and their economical views, by making
no appropriations, or as few as possible for the Navy, re-
gardless of what is essential. " We have now Navy enough
to thrash England and France/' said one of these small
Eepresentatives in his ignorance; therefore [they] vote no
more money for navy yards, especially none in the South-
ern States.

Sumner made me his usual weekly visit this P.M. He is
as earnest and confident as ever, probably not without
reason. Says they are solidifying in Congress and will set
aside the President's policy. I inquired if he really thought
Massachusetts could govern Georgia better than Georgia